The Colloquy in the Jungle
who was evidently better read than his present state suggested.
One is reminded of the indomitable Gines of Passamonte, with
whom Don Quixote had an enchanting wrangle, the most incom-
parable in all literature between a knight and a galley-slave. But
of course, Cervantes himself was captured by Moslem pirates and
enslaved for five years. He knew the life, he knew the galleys, and
by his art has told us in those pages what it meant for a man of fire
and mind to be a slave.
But to return—the Moslem prisoner asked how many religions
God had set in the world. Manrique told him three, * adding ex-
planations in his own tongue as best I could, God helping me.'
Christianity, Judaism, and a third. Whatever the third was, it
was not Mohammedanism, for the enslaved Moslem said: 'For a
man of your attainments you are surprisingly ignorant. Do you
not know that God ordained four religions and caused them to be
revealed in sequence, the revelation becoming more perfect on
each occasion? The last, by the Prophet Mohammed, is therefore
the most complete. Your religion is good as far as it goes and you
may be saved by it, but ours goes further and so is to be preferred/
Manrique: Is that all you have to say?
The Slave: Is it not enough?
Manrique: Quite enough. Let me then accept your admission
that Christianity gives salvation, but warn you that not only does
your cult not give it, but that it leads to utter damnation.
At this insult to their religion the captives who sat listening put
their fingers in their ears and murmured, deeply shocked, taubah,
taubah, repentance, repentance. The Friar silenced them, and say-
ing he would prove his words, preached them a sermon upon their
errors.
When they had listened patiently to the end, they uttered a
phrase from the Koran, Allah karim, Allah mihrban, God is Com-
passionate, God is Merciful, and getting up from their places left
the hut.
That Manrique could have hoped to convert them shows how
tightly he was encased in his period and in his dogma. What were
the facts? These men, Moslem residents of the riverine villages of
eastern Bengal, had been kidnapped by Christian slavers and sold
by them to the King of Arakan for labour in his rice-fields. On the
way to their servitude they are invited to adopt the religion of
their kidnappers on the ground that it is a higher religion. God is
compassionate and merciful, they replyj how can we prefer your
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